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Any guestion about the value of bio-
meirics for the military has been an-
sweared for Clarksburg’s Biometrics
Fusion Center {BFC). and West Vir-
ginia stands to benefit.

“We're seeing bilometrics growing
at an exponential raie
§ within the Department
of Defense. It’s hecom-
ing commonplace,” said
BFC Director Samuel J.
Cava. "Two years ago,
when I took over here,
bometrics was a good
idea. Now biometrics
within the department
Eava is a mission-critical

technology.”

Cava said biometrics has proven it-
self as a force multiplier: a technology
that exponentially increases the poweyr
of the force.

One of the biggest challenges in the cur-
rent world environment, he sald, is posi-
tively identifying specific individuals to
accompiish mission oblectives while min-
imizing collateral Ioss and damage.

Biometrics benefits the military
through its precision, Cava said.

“The first Gulf War in 1991 was really
the first war environment where pre-
cision munitions were used, and it al-
iowed us to target specific locations with
very little collateral damage or civilian
10ss,” he said. “Biometrics is equivalent
in my mind to the military benefit that
was given to us by those strategic bombs
inn the 1981 Persian Gulf War.”

The military’s increasing use of bio-
metrics poses an opportunity for West
Virginia, Cava said.

One system in use now, the Biomet-

ric Identification System for Access, or
BISA 'Was created in West Virginia in
response tothe December 2004 bomblng
in Mosul; Irag, that killed U.S troops in
adining facility, Cava said.
“The BISA system was built {o screen
v ‘pérsons that are applying for
acctess to U.S. installations in Irag and
Afghamstan he said. “That system
takes tlie biometrics of foreign persons
and'checks them against various data-
bases to see if there are events in their
past'that indicate the person mightbe a
threat to .S, interests.”

Prime contract manager Computer
Science Corp. and project engineers Az-
hmuth Corp. of Morgantown produced
the BISA profotype under a tight time
frame of little gver a month, Cava said.

“The West Virginia team was able to
pull together technologies from a lot of
different d]smplmes and effectively in-
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Biometrics Fusion Center Director Samuel J. Cava demonsirates the operation of a livescan biomeitic collection device to (from right)
L1. Gen. Steven W. Boutelle, U.5. Army chief information officer/G-6; Kevin Carroll, Program Executive Dffice Enferprise Information Sys-
tems; and Maj. Gen. Conrad Ponder, U.S, Army chief integration officer/G-6.

tegrate them into an overall system.”
he said, demonsirating that West Vir-
ginia companies have the capability fo
execute leading-edge programs.

BISA is now the primary means of
vetting people for base access in Irag,
he said, and it has without questlon
made U. S troops safer.

The military’s need for blometrlcs in

Irag increases even as U.S. troop force
decreases, Cava said.

“We have to make better use of the
technologies as the force structure goes
down,” he said. “It just follows that as
vou have less people, you have to be-

come more efficient. Blometrics pro- :

vides those efficiencies.”

But looking beyond Iraq, ‘the BFC is:
leading the effort to implement similar:
identification technologies at U S. bases'

around the world, Cava said. -

Int ancther project, thé center is tak-
ing a leadership role in developing the
technology for a common credential
for all government agency employees
and contractors in accordance with
the White House’s Homeland Security
Prestdential Directive 12.

Continuing growth at the BFC is ev-
ident in its employee roster: 1681 em-

ployees across the 1U.S., most of whom
are in West Virginia, and another 155
overseas, according to BFC spokesman
Cary Dell. That's up from a total of
about 100 emplovees a year ago.

Growth also isreflected in thenew fa-
cility planned for the BFC on the FBI's
Clarksburg campus, Pell said, Ground-
breaking for that facility is expected to
take place this yvear.
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BSC bngineering Technology studants won calegory
championships in 2003-05-Inteligent Vehicla Compeliions

Students recognized for "Excellence in Vehi

AL BSC, “Wheels are Turning. . Ingenuity is On”

For morg information, contact
Bruce Mutter
{304} 327-4220 or bmufler@bluelieldstate.edu
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